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While some of the most colorful stories about lobbying might be in our past, 
Texans are right to worry about the continued impact of organized interests in Texas. 
Texans see millions of dollars spent on lobbying every session and millions of dollars in 
campaign contributions going to candidates in the elections between sessions. While 
Governor Greg Abbott made ethics one of his primary concerns during the 2015 
session, very little changed. As it turns out, legislators do not like to mess with rules 
about the gifts and campaign contributions they may want.

If we judge the intensity or importance of political battles in Texas by the volume 
of rhetoric, Texans might conclude that issues like abortion, transgender bathrooms, 
and gay marriage dominate the legislature. However, if we measure these battles by 
the amount of money invested by special interests, we come away with a very different 
picture. As we will see, ideological groups like Empower Texans pour huge amounts 
of money and effort into lobbying the state legislature on a wide variety of issues. We 
see those battles echoed in headlines and political speeches. What we are much less 
likely to notice is the effort by individual industries to see laws that favor their bottom 
line, and Texans might wonder why issues that seem so small to them generate such 
expensive lobbying efforts. If AT&T is spending $7 million on lobbying, they must see 
something pretty important at stake.

In this chapter, we will look at the impact that organized interests and the money 
they provide has on the practice of democracy in Texas. Lurking in the shadows of 
the three branches of Texas government, organized interests remain indistinct but 
important players in state politics. While organized interests can help bring citizens into 
the political process and provide important issue information to voters or legislators, 
we will see that they often fail to adequately represent the citizens of the state and can 
become a hindrance to state government’s ability to keep pace with change. ★

Lobbyist Robert Culley 
(center) takes notes 
while waiting with other 
lobbyists for legislators 
outside the Texas House 
of Representatives.
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